
May 29, 2014

POS 3713-01: Research Methods

Ryan M. Welch Office: Bellamy 568
Summer C 2014 rmw10e@my.fsu.edu
Mon–Fri 12:30–1:45, BEL 0004 Office Hours: Wed, Thurs 2:00–3:30 pm

Course Description

This is a course about how to use the scientific method to study politics. Central topics
include theory, causation, research design measurement, and statistics. The aim of the
course is to familiarize students with the conceptual and methodological challenges that
arise when researchers attempt to measure political phenomena, assess change over time, or
demonstrate a causal relationship between policies and social outcomes.

Requirements & Evaluation

There will be two mechanisms for evaluation and the assignment of grades in the course:

• Three problem sets (30%; 10% each)

• Two exams (70%; 35% each)

Three Problem Sets

There will be three problems sets. These are homework assignments that give you practice
doing some of the technical work in the course. The assignments will become available on
the course BB site (under Assignments) two days before they are due.

Two Exams

There will be a midterm and final exam. The exams will have multiple choice and true/false
questions, and you will mark your answers on a scantron (bubble) sheet. You must bring a
pencil to the exam.
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The exams will be given in class on the following dates:

Midterm: Wed 16 July
Final: Thurs 31 July

The questions on the exam will cover the material in the reading, but many questions will
be inspired by the classroom meetings. I will post on the BB site the lecture slides I present
in class at least 48 hours prior to each exam.

Make-up Policy

Make-up examinations are given only with prior instructor approval and with appropriate
documentation. Note that the documentation must indicate why you could not be in class
at the exact time of the test. If you cannot attend the examination, notify me as soon as
possible.

There are no make–ups for problem sets.

Blackboard

This course is supported by a Blackboard website: go to http://campus.fsu.edu to login.
I have posted the syllabus online at the site. I will also use Blackboard to communicate with
the class.

Grading Scale

A: 90–100
B: 80–89
C: 70–79
D: 60–69
F: <60
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Courtesy in the Classroom

I take courtesy seriously and reserve the right to adjust your final grade if courtesy becomes
an issue. Classroom courtesy is necessary to ensure that all students have the opportunity
to learn without distractions. This means no cell phones, talking during lectures, reading
newspapers, etc. during class. If you must have a cell phone to receive emergency calls,
keep it on vibrate. Entering and leaving is distracting to other students and the instruc-
tor. Therefore, you need to be on time for class and stay until the end. If you must enter or
leave early, please inform me before class begins and take the seat nearest an exit and enter
or leave as quietly as possible. Please make sure the door closes quietly upon your exit.
Because this is a college classroom, all discussions must be scholarly.

Scholarly comments:

• are respectful of diverse opinions and open to follow–up questions and/or disagreement;
related to the class and course material.

• advance the discussion about issues related to the course and/or course material rather
than personal beliefs.

• are delivered in normal tones and a non–aggressive manner.

Unacceptable behaviors in the classroom are:

• Personal attacks, including attacks on a person’s appearance, demeanor, or political
beliefs.

• Interrupting other students or your instructor.

• Using the discussion to argue for political positions and/or beliefs. If political discus-
sions arise, they must be discussed as scholarly endeavors.)

• Using raised tones, yelling, engaging in arguments, and being physically aggressive.

• Ignoring your instructor’s authority to protect the integrity of the classroom.

Students with Challenges

Students with disabilities needing academic accommodation should:

(1)Register with and provide documentation to the Student Disability Resource Center; and
(2) bring a letter to the instructor indicating the need for accommodation and what type.
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This should be done during the first weekof class. This syllabus and other class materials
are available in alternative format upon request.

For more information about services available to FSU students with disabilities, contact the:

Student Disability Resource Center
874 Traditions Way
108 Student Services Building
Florida State University
Tallahassee, FL 32306-4167
(850) 644-9566 (voice)
(850) 644-8504 (TDD)
sdrc@admin.fsu.edu

http://www.disabilitycenter.fsu.edu

Florida State Academic Honor Policy

Cheating is a serious offence and will result in a failing grade for the course and will be
brought to the university administration’s attention.

The Florida State University Academic Honor Policy outlines the Universitys expectations
for the integrity of students academic work, the procedures for resolving alleged violations
of those expectations, and the rights and responsibilities of students and faculty members
throughout the process. Students are responsible for reading the Academic Honor Policy
and for living up to their pledge to be honest and truthful and . . . [to] strive for personal
and institutional integrity at Florida State University. (Florida State University Academic
Honor Policy, found at http://dof.fsu.edu/honorpolicy.htm.)

Reading

The required reading for class comes from a textbook available for purchase at the campus
bookstore and Bill’s Books:
Paul M. Kellstedt & Guy D. Whitten. 2009. The Fundamentals of Political Science Research,
Cambridge University Press.
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Class Meeting & Reading Schedule

Mon 23 June:
No assigned reading.
Take roll (note: per university policy, you will be dropped from the course if you do not
attend this day).

Science, Theory and Causation

Tues 24 June:
K&W chap 1, pp. 1-14.

Wed 25 Jun:
K&W chap 1, pp. 15-19.

Thu 26 June:
K&W chap 2, pp. 22-31.

Fri 27 June:
K&W chap 2, pp. 31-43.

Mon 30 June:
K&W chap 3, pp. 45-65.

Tues 1 July:
K&W chap 4, pp. 67-77.

Wed 2 July:
K&W chap 4, pp. 77-84.

Measurement & Descriptive Statistics

Thu 3 July:
K&W chap 5, pp. 86-102.
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Fri July 4:
No Class.

Mon 7 July
K&W chap 6, pp. 104-118.

Tue 8 July:
K&W chap 7, pp. 120-127.

Wed 9 July:
K&W chap 7, pp. 128-139.

Thur 10 July:
Problem Set #1 due

Statistical Inference & Hypothesis Testing

Fri 11 July:
K&W chap 8, pp. 139-145.

Mon 14 July:
K&W chap 8, pp. 150-156.

Tues 15 July:
Review.

Wed 16 July:
Midterm Exam.

Thurs 17 July:
K&W chap 8, pp. 145-150.

Fri 18 July:
K&W chap 9, pp. 159-172.
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Mon 21 July:
K&W chap 9, pp. 172-182.

Tues 22 July:
Problem Set #2 due.

Regression

Wed 23 July:
K&W chap 10, pp. 183-96.

Thu 24 July:
K&W chap 10, pp. 196-200.

Fri 25 July:
K&W chap 11, pp. 202-209.

Mon 28 July:
K&W chap 11, pp. 212-20.

Tue 29 July:
Problem Set #3 due.

Wed 30 July:
Review.

Thursday:
Final Exam.
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